
 

Livin’ Loved Conference – June 15-16 

Wayne Jacobsen’s visit is just around the corner!   During the course of these two evenings, Wayne will 

be sharing insights on "The Power of the Cross", "Living in Father's Affection", "Growing in Trust and 

Freedom", and "Body Life".  You won’t want to miss this opportunity to be stretched in your 

understanding of God’s grace and how He grows us up in Christ! The conference will be held at The Edge 

Church, located at Danforth and Kelly, in Edmond.  Sessions will be on Monday and Tuesday evenings. 

Registration is free, but required, as seating is limited.  A love offering will be received to help defray   

expenses.  Register today by clicking the following link: http://tbcministries.eventbrite.com then type in 

the password: waynejacobsen.  

From BODYLIFE- by Wayne Jacobsen 
Was Christianity Ever Meant to Be a Religion? 

I guess all of this begs the question, “Did Jesus intend to start a religion called 

Christianity, or did we do this to ourselves?”  I suspect the latter. I am 

wholeheartedly convinced that he came to end all religions, not by lashing out 

against them, but by filling up in the human spirit what religion promises to fill but 

never can. Religion seeks to manipulate human effort to earn God’s approval, when such approval can 

never be earned. 

No, he invited them into his Father’s house and a reality of relationship with his Father that would 

transform them and open the way for them to share that love with others. That you can’t put into a 

religion and trying to only chokes out any hope of relationship. 

Don’t get me wrong. Truth is vital, as is righteousness, but without love they are also empty. Learning to 

live as a beloved child is far more transforming than the greatest principle you can follow. The life of 

Christian community isn’t found by sharing religion together, but by embracing a journey of growing 

relationship with him that transforms us by his grace and power. 

Ultimately the transformation from practicing religion to living inside a relationship with God is not an 

institutional battle; it is a personal one. We could tear apart all of our religious institutions today and 

nothing would change. I’ve been in many a house church filled with people who see the institutional 



church as the problem and are oblivious to the fact that they’ve just moved their religion into a home, 

where close fellowship only makes it more oppressive. 

So how do you know if you’ve been tricked into religion? 

• When God is a distant concept to you instead of a real presence. 

• When you find yourself following another man, woman, or a set of principles instead of 

following Jesus. 

• When fear of eternity, not measuring up, or falling into error drives your actions. 

• When you find yourself in empty rituals that do not connect you in a real way to him. 

• When you are burdened by the expectations of others and feel guilty when you can’t do 

enough. 

• When you look at others who struggle with contempt instead of compassion. 

• When the approval of others means more to you than remaining in the reality of his love. 

• When you hesitate to be honest about your doubts or struggles because others will judge you. 

• When you think of holiness as an unachievable duty, rather than a glorious invitation. 

• When you think righteousness depends on your efforts instead of his grace working in you. 

• When following him is more about obligation than affection. 

• When correcting someone’s doctrine is more important than loving them. 

• When God seems more present on Sunday morning, than he does on Monday. 

If you have only known Christianity to be a set of doctrines, rules and rituals, I have great news. 

Jesus came and died to open up access between you and his Father. Religion supplants that, 

distracting us with discipline, commitment and hard work that never yields the fruit it promises. If 

you’ve been worn out by religion, don’t think you’re alone. Others are just pretending, afraid they 

are the only ones, too. Life is only found in him. 

To read the complete article click on the following link: http://www.lifestream.org/pdf/BodyLife.pdf 

 THE SHACK CONFERENCE 

 

 Gwen Simms, Brenda Tytenicz, Renee Brunette, Paul Young, Tina Blaney, Denise Childress, Alice Wellington and Jacque Kahre 

The Shack Conference weekend could 

not have been more perfect!  The 

seven of us had 1200 miles of laughter 

and sharing, crying and caring.  The 

conference itself was small enough to 

be intimate and we were able to spend 

time, one-on-one, with the speakers.  

Paul Young impressed us as being the 

real deal; very humble and his theology 

very sound. His story is a wonderful 

testimony to Father’s healing love. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Two months ago, God gave Denise Childress the lyrics and music 

to a song for TBC, called Livin’ Loved.  After hearing a recorded 

version, Paul Young asked her to close the conference with the 

song.  You would have thought it was written specifically for the 

conference! What an amazing God! And you’re pretty cute 

yourself, Denise! We all sang along and Papa just smiled! 

Denise is part of a trio, Hidden, along with Alice Wellington and 

Sandy Sitter. They are in the process of recording a CD which will 

include this song, as well as a song God gave her at The Shack 

conference, called The Great Dance.  This new CD will be available 

at the Livin’ Loved conference, June 15-16.  

Paul Young, Malcolm Smith, Ken Blue, Baxter Kruger 

Baxter Kruger Quotes: 
The road of “trying to please God” is called religion. Religion is what we do 

when we don’t know the Father and Son. 

Faith is letting the Father love you just as you are.  Repentance is when we 

ask God, “Why won’t I let you love me?” 

Jesus never called anyone a sinner.  He called them lost!  Lost implies value! 

Humans are so lost they don’t know that freedom is an incremental process. 

Our messed up soul is like a ball of string with a bazillion knots. God is the 

only one big enough to untie the knots without breaking the string.  

Predestined means Papa knew us before the creation of the world.  Before 

creation the Father, Son and Spirit decided to share their life with us through 

adoption. The gift given to us in Christ is not plan B! 

The real question is how does God have a relationship with a human race 

that is blind and totally mistrusting of who He is? 

 

Paul Young Quotes: 
I pursued God because God was the only person who would stay 

with me. 

Our soul has been uniquely damaged so our healing is a unique 

process. 

The shack is a picture of our messed up soul – the house that 

people helped us build. It represents the struggles in our soul, 

characterized by addictions, shame, fear, hiding, secrets, etc. 

When I reached for the door of “my shack” Papa came flying out! 

The only normal people are the ones you don’t know very well.    

Self-discipline is a work of the flesh; working from the outside in.  

Self-control is an act of the Spirit; working from the inside out.  

Malcolm Smith Quotes: 
“Rest” is relief from our sense of sin. The gospel is:  “the good, 

glad, merry news that makes one leap for joy!” 

The only place we can find certainty in this life is in God’s 

character.  

God is love – love is giving. Love is the way God is and always has 

been.  The life of God is love given in relationship. Father has 

always given His love to the Son; the Son has always received 

Father’s love and loved the Father. Holy Spirit reveals the Father 

and Son and celebrates their love relationship.  

Why did God create?  Love willed to share Himself (with another 

person that is not God); with sons and daughters within His 

family.  

The fall and sin gave God the opportunity to show us the depth of 

His love. 



TrueFaced Discovery Group! 

I am so tired of faking it. Can others see behind my mask? Do I dare let you 

in? What if I told you who I am?  I long to be real.  

TBC Ministries is very excited about our latest small group curriculum. 

TrueFaced addresses two very different underlying motivations in our 

relationship with God: our determination to please God or to trust him.  

The resulting difference in these two motives is profound. Our motives as followers of Christ will either 

keep us in unresolved sin and immaturity or free us into God’s astonishing dream for our life.   

 You are invited to join us in discovering how to live with unveiled faces, as we delve into this eight week 

study together.  This small group will meet on Monday evenings from 6:30-8:00 and Wednesday from 

noon till 1:30.  Each group will start as soon as it is full. So, if you long to take off your mask and be 

yourself, contact us and sign up! Phone: 844-2525 or Email: hope@transformedbychrist.com 

Loving Your Kids on Purpose 

As we are learning to live loved and to love others, here at TBC, many of our friends 

come seeking help with parenting their children, in love.  We have a new book that 

we want to recommend to all our friends. It is fabulous at describing what it looks 

like to parent kids with grace as opposed to ruling over them with fear and 

intimidation. It gives you the tools to raise your children in the joy and fullness of 

Jesus. Not only will it give you a framework to deal with your own children, it also 

gives a similar view of how Jesus deals with us.  If your heart’s desire is to respond 

to your kids (and grandkids) with grace, not permissiveness, this book will be a great read.  Even if you 

don’t have children at home, this book will help you understand the process whereby God lovingly 

disciplines us.  So, go grab a copy! You won’t regret it. - Joni 

HOW IS TBC MINISTRIES FUNDED?  

People are often surprised by the fact that we don’t charge for our counseling and small group ministry.  

Why is this?  Well, it’s because we don’t want money to get in the way of people having a safe place to 

sort out their life and relationship with God.  So, how do we pay the rent and keep the doors open?  

About one third of our income comes from those who are participating in counseling. The rests comes 

through donations from our partners and friends.  “Partners” are folks who have caught the vision of 

what we are providing and give on a regular basis.  “Friends” generally give periodically or for a specific 

need or project.  We are always excited and grateful when God leads friends to become partners 

because it gives us the ability to expand the services we offer.  Would you prayerfully consider 

partnering with us?  You can give regularly online through our website: www.transformedbychrist or 

through your online bill pay.  You may also send your gifts by mail to: TBC Ministries, P.O. Box 30264, 

Edmond, OK 73003. 


